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For a whole year the king followed this dreadful occu-
pation, when his wife came there to burn her son's body.
They talked over their miseries, and determined to end
them by burning themselves with their child's corpse-
As they were about to carry their purpose into effect,
Dharma (religion) appeared, and told the king that he
had assumed the form of the cruel Chandala to try the
faith of his servant, and that, being pleased with his
readiness to suffer and die rather than fail to fulfil his
vow, husband and wife ascend to heaven with a divine
escort, and are richly rewarded for their painful service.
In Parusarama, Vishnu is said to have become
incarnate to destroy the Kshatriya race, and that he
again and again almost succeeded in the attempt.
These legends show clearly that the Brahmans were not
suffered to attain to almost divine superiority without a
contest.

The following story from the Mahabharata shows the
impossibility of any from a lower caste gaining entrance
into a higher. A man named Matanga, the reputed son
of a Brahman, was riding in a car drawn by asses. As
he pricked the nose of one the mother comforted her
suffering son with the remark, " Be not distressed, it is a
Chandala who is in the car. A Brahman is kind, how
can he smite any one ? This wicked man indicates his
origin by his cruelty, for it is birth which determines the
character." Hearing these words, Matanga asked what
the ass meant by casting reflections on his birth. She
assured him that he was no Brahman's ]son, but that his
mother, in a state of intoxication, had received the
embraces of a barber. Returning home, he commenced
a course of such severe penance that the gods in fright
extracted from Indra the promise of a boon for the
devotee. He asked to be made a Brahman, but this